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4 Waterloo Bridge: LVMF 15B.2 – at the centre of the bridge

Existing

Existing

6.71 Waterloo Bridge (Grade II*) was designed by 
Rendel, Palmer and Tritton with Sir Giles Gilbert 
Scott and opened in 1945. The viewpoint is 
located approximately 0.9km to the south-west 

of the site. The view is presented here with a 
photograph using a 50mm lens (showing the 
scale of buildings as perceived by the naked 
human eye) and with a telephoto lens (View 
4T) to provide greater clarity in the part of the 
view which includes the site.

6.72 Assessment Point 15B.2 of the LVMF SPG (Ref. 
1-8) is a downstream view located at the centre 
of the east side of the bridge. This image shows 
the left-hand and central frames of the LVMF 
view. The river dominates the foreground and 
prevailing character of the view, which also 

encompasses views of the north riverbank, 
softened by the trees on Victoria Embankment. 
Blackfriars Bridge cuts across the river, dividing 
the foreground and background of the view. 
The dome and western towers of St Paul’s 
Cathedral are clearly visible from this position 

and to its right is the City Cluster. Salesforce 
Tower, 100 Bishopsgate and Tower 42 appear 
as a group with 99 Bishopsgate and 125 Old 
Broad Street in front. 22 Bishopsgate then 
steps up from this group, marking the pinnacle 
of the City Cluster, with 122 Leadenhall Street 
stepping down in height and 52-54 Lime Street 
and the Willis Building (51 Lime Street) forming 
another group to the right and 20 Fenchurch 
Street set apart at some distance, marking the 
southern extent of the City Cluster. To the left 
of St Paul’s is the Broadgate Tower, Principal 
Place and One Crown Place in proximity to 
City Point, with a further gap between these 
buildings and St Bride’s Church (Grade I) and 
the three Barbican Towers (Grade II). St Bride’s 
Church (Grade I), the Old Bailey (Grade II*) 
and the Barbican Towers (Grade II) are iden-
tified in the LVMF SPG description as being of 
secondary status as ‘also in the view’, rather 
than as key landmarks. St Bride’s spire is visible 
as a vertical element against clear sky. The 
dome and gilded statue of the Old Bailey is 
visible to the left of St Bride’s; however, 200 
Aldersgate forms the backdrop to the copper 
dome, and it is only the gilded statue of Lady 
Justice which is visible against the open sky. 
The trees along the Embankment characterise 
the foreground of the northern riverbank and 
form a conspicuous part of the composition, 
as reflected in the LVMF description. The tops 
of the trees partially conceal both the lowest 
tier of St Bride’s spire and the dome of the Old 
Bailey, particularly when the trees are in leaf.

6.73 Value attached to the view: A designated LVMF 
SPG view of generally high value.

6.74 Visual receptors affected: High numbers of 
visitors, workers and residents walking along 
the bridge and enjoying the view.
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6.75 Susceptibility to change of visual receptors: A 
high susceptibility to change.

6.76 Sensitivity: high

Proposed

6.77 The proposed development would be occluded 
by foreground buildings. The solid wireline indi-
cates where there would be a very slight degree 
of visibility in winter with a telephoto lens, 
through the trees to the right of St Bride’s and 
above the river frontage. The degree is so slight 
that it would not be seen with the naked eye 
and would have no effect on the view.

6.78 Magnitude of Impact: none

6.79 Scale and Nature of Effect: no effect

PROPOSED
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Cumulative

Cumulative

6.80 The consented Salisbury Square development 
would appear at the base of the spire of St 
Bride’s and would fully occlude the proposed 
Rotunda Building. A sliver of the roofline of 
New Bastion House would be visible with a 
telephoto camera further right but is unlikely 
to be discerned. Other cumulative schemes 
would appear on other parts of the skyline 
consolidating existing groups of tall buildings. 
The cumulative effect would be the same as for 
proposed development in isolation.

6.81 Magnitude of Impact: none

6.82 Scale and Nature of Effect: no effect

CUMULATIVE
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5 Waterloo Bridge: between LVMF 15B.2 and 15B.1

Existing

Existing

6.83 This view is from between the two Assessment 
Points 15B.2 and 15B.1 of the LVMF SPG (Ref 
1-8) towards the centre of Waterloo Bridge. 
The landmark buildings and their skyline 

composition is very similar to the view seen 
from Assessment Point 15B.2 (View 4). The 
viewpoint is located approximately 0.9km to 
the south-west of the site. The view is presented 
here with a photograph using the standard 
lens.

6.84 The LVMF guidance links Assessment Points 
15B.2 and 15B.1, requiring further assessment 
at points between the static locations “Where 
development is likely to create a change to 
the characteristics of the view, particularly to 
those features for which Visual Management 

Guidance has been provided” (para. 20, p.20, 
Ref. 1-8). The LVMF Visual Management 
Guidance is focused on the setting of St Paul’s 
Cathedral and requires that “Development 
proposals must show how they contribute 
to the settings of spaces and buildings 

immediately fronting the river, including the 
Strategically Important Landmark of St Paul’s 
Cathedral” (para. 262, p.138, Ref 1-8). This 
location between Assessment Points 15B.2 
and 15B.1 was selected at a point where the 
proposed development would pass directly 
beyond the spire of the Grade I listed St Bride’s 
Cathedral in the view (not in relation to St 
Paul’s Cathedral, which it would be set well to 
the left of throughout the kinetic sequence at 
LVMF View 15B).

6.85 As in the previous View 4 from Assessment 
Point 15B.2 of the LVMF SPG (Ref. 1-8), the 
river dominates the foreground and prevailing 
character of the view, which also encompasses 
views of the north riverbank, softened by the 
trees on Victoria Embankment. Blackfriars 
Bridge cuts across the river, dividing the fore-
ground and background of the view. The dome 
and western towers of St Paul’s Cathedral are 
clearly visible from this position and to its 
right is the City Cluster. Salesforce Tower, 100 
Bishopsgate and Tower 42 appear as a group 
with 99 Bishopsgate and 125 Old Broad Street 
in front. 22 Bishopsgate then steps up from this 
group, marking the pinnacle of the City Cluster, 
with 122 Leadenhall Street stepping down in 
height and 52-54 Lime Street and the Willis 
Building (51 Lime Street) forming another 
group to the right and 20 Fenchurch Street set 
apart at some distance, marking the southern 
extent of the City Cluster. To the left of St Paul’s 
is the Broadgate Tower, Principal Place and One 
Crown Place. At this point, as opposed to the 
previous View 4, City Point appears slightly left 
of this group of tall buildings at the north edge 
of the City, and the dark form of Milton Court 
(The Heron) can be seen beyond and right of 
the spire of St Bride’s Church (Grade I), rising to 
nearly the same height as the spire’s third tier. A 
sliver of the top of the existing Bastion House is 
also visible and also has a dark visual silhouette 
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in this view. It is directly beyond and either 
side of the spire of St Bride’s and set below 
the height of the lowest tier. The tip of the Old 
Bailey (Grade II*) dome and its gilded statue of 
Lady Justice is visible left again, with the top of 
200 Aldersgate and the three Barbican Towers 

(Grade II) appearing to rise up towards the left 
side of the frame. The Barbican Towers (Grade 
II) are identified in the LVMF SPG description as 
being of secondary status as ‘also in the view’, 
rather than as key landmarks. St Bride’s spire is 
visible as a vertical element, though it is only 

partially seen against clear sky, and its lowest 
tier is partly occluded by a foreground roof at 
this mid-point on the assessment sequence 
(N.B. the white element at the base of the spire 
is scaffolding on the Salisbury Square site, and 
therefore temporary). The existing Bastion 

House is visible behind St Bride’s spire, forming 
a backdrop to its bottom tier. The trees along 
the Embankment characterise the foreground 
of the northern riverbank and form a conspic-
uous part of the composition, as reflected in 
the LVMF description.

6.86 Value attached to the view: A designated LVMF 
SPG view of generally high value.

6.87 Visual receptors affected: High numbers of 
visitors, workers and residents walking along 
the bridge and enjoying the view.

6.88 Susceptibility to change of visual receptors: A 
high susceptibility to change.

6.89 Sensitivity: high

Proposed

6.90 New Bastion House is very similar in height to 
the existing Bastion House in this view, and so 
will replace that existing dark sliver beyond the 
spire of St Bride’s with a building top which has 
a lighter colouration against the sky. In this part 
of the view, the eye would continue to be drawn 
to the Church spire and the tall dark form of 
Milton Court adjacent to it. In the wider context 
of the view, the Church spire and Milton Court 
will be seen and understood within a skyline 
punctuated by historic and modern vertical 
elements. The top of New Bastion House is 
unlikely to be noticed and would not inter-
rupt the viewer’s appreciation of the St Brides 
Church spire in the view. The viewer’s recogni-
tion and appreciation of St Paul’s Cathedral in 
the view, which is the focus of the composition, 
would be fully preserved.

6.91 Magnitude of Impact: very low

6.92 Scale and Nature of Effect: negligible, neutral

PROPOSED
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Cumulative

6.93 120 Fleet Street would appear on the left of 
the frame, its cascading profile dropping down 
to the Salisbury Square and 65 Fleet Street 
developments, which would partly obscure the 
lowest tier of St Bride’s at this point. The top 
of New Bastion House would remain visible to 
the right of St Bride’s, with the existing taller 
Milton Court building rising beyond it. As in the 
proposed view, the sliver of New Bastion House 
is unlikely to be noticed. The slight obscuration 
of the base of St Bride’s would result from the 
consented schemes and not from the proposed 
development. Overall, the character and quality 
of the view would be maintained. The cumula-
tive schemes would appear with existing groups 
of tall buildings on the skyline, most notably 
the City cluster on the right of the frame. The 
cumulative effect would be the same as for the 
proposed development in isolation.

6.94 Magnitude of Impact: very low

6.95 Scale and Nature of Effect: negligible, neutral

CUMULATIVE
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6 Waterloo Bridge: LVMF 15B.1 – close to the Westminster Embankment

Existing

Existing

6.96 Waterloo Bridge (Grade II*) was designed by 
Rendel, Palmer and Tritton with Sir Giles Gilbert 
Scott and opened in 1945. The viewpoint is 
located approximately 0.9km to the south-west 

of the site. The view is presented here with a 
photograph using the standard lens, and with 
a telephoto lens (View 4T) for great clarity (but 
which does not represent the image received 
by the naked eye, nor is it required for assess-
ment by the LVMF SPG (Ref. 1-8).

6.97 Assessment Point 15B.1 of the LVMF SPG 
(Ref. 1-8) is a downstream view located at 
the north end of the east side of the bridge. 
As noted within the LVMF SPG, “The location 
provides important views east towards St 
Paul’s Cathedral and the City of London” (Ref. 

1-8, para. 259). St Bride’s Church (Grade I), the 
Old Bailey (Grade II*) and the Barbican Towers 
(Grade II) are identified in the LVMF SPG as 
being of secondary status as ‘also in the view’, 
rather than as key landmarks. From Assessment 
Position 15B.1 the Old Bailey and the Barbican 

Towers are not visible. The foreground of the 
view is dominated by the expanse of the River 
Thames and the Embankment trees on the 
left, with the upper storeys of One The Thames 
(currently under construction) and Globe House 
visible above the tree line. To the right of Globe 
House, the upper storeys of several mid-rise 
buildings set back from the river frontage are 
visible, including 65 Fleet Street and 8 Salisbury 
Square. Rising above these in the background is 
the spire St Bride’s Church (Grade I), City Point, 
Principal Place and Broadgate Tower, resulting 
in a densely layered townscape set well to the 
left of St Paul’s. St Bride’s is seen against the 
backdrop of the distinctive curved roof of 125 
London Wall and City Point beyond, and it 
is only the very top of the spire that is visible 
against the sky.

6.98 To the right of St Paul’s Cathedral, the taller City 
Cluster of towers comprise slender, darker forms 
on the skyline. Salesforce Tower and Tower 
42 appear as a pair with 22 Bishopsgate and 
122 Leadenhall Street to their right. The sharp 
angled form of 52-54 Lime Street punctuates 
the skyline to the right, with 20 Fenchurch 
Street marking the southern extent of the City 
Cluster.

6.99 The Visual Management Guidance provided 
in the LVMF SPG for Viewing Location 15B 
states that: “Development proposals must 
show how they contribute to the settings of 
spaces and buildings immediately fronting 
the river, including the Strategically Important 
Landmark of St Paul’s Cathedral.” (Ref. 1-8, 
para. 262) and that “New development should 
not obscure a significant landmark.” (Ref. 1-8, 
para. 265).

6.100 Value attached to the view: A designated LVMF 
SPG view of generally high value.
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6.101 Visual receptors affected: High numbers of 
visitors, workers and residents walking along 
the bridge and enjoying the view.

6.102 Susceptibility to change of visual receptors: A 
high susceptibility to change.

6.103 Sensitivity: high

Proposed

6.104 The proposed development would be fully 
occluded by foreground buildings and foliage. 
It would have no effect on the view.

6.105 Magnitude of Impact: none

6.106 Scale and Nature of Effect: no effect

PROPOSED
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6.107 A number of consented schemes would appear 
on the skyline, consolidating existing groups of 
tall buildings – the northern City fringe cluster 
to the left of St Paul’s and the taller, eastern 
City cluster to the right of St Paul’s. As in the 
proposed view, the proposed development 
would not be visible and therefore the cumu-
lative effect would be the same as for the 
proposed development in isolation.

6.108 Magnitude of Impact: none

6.109 Scale and Nature of Effect: no effect

CUMULATIVE
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7 Blackfriars Bridge: betweeen third and fourth Bastions

Existing

Existing

6.110 This view looks north-east towards St Paul’s from 
the western side of Grade II listed Blackfriars 
Bridge, between the third and fourth bastions. 
Both of the western towers, the dome and upper 

drum of the Grade I listed St Paul’s Cathedral 
are clearly visible, however a large portion 
of the peristyle is obscured by the early 20th 
century Faraday Building in the foreground and 
the Blackfriars Bridge roof structure dominates 
in the middle ground. The pale materiality of 

the Portland Stone of the Faraday Building is 
similar to the Cathedral in its backdrop, but the 
copper roof provides a stark contrast. The three 
Grade II listed Barbican towers (Lauderdale, 
Shakespeare and Cromwell) are prominent 
on the skyline to the left of the Cathedral. 

Although slightly lower in height, 200 
Aldersgate appears between the Lauderdale 
and Shakespeare towers and they read as a 
group to the left of the Cromwell Tower. There 
are glimpses of other buildings, including part 
of the site: the top of Bastion House is visible 

beyond the north-west tower of the Cathedral, 
and in front of the Barbican Cromwell Tower. 
The top of Alban Gate appears between the 
south-west tower and the lower drum of St 
Paul’s Cathedral. Further right on the skyline, 
the tops of other buildings are visible above 
the Blackfriars Station roof structure, including 
the tip of One Crown Place, Principal Place and 
the Broadgate Tower. Blackfriars Station (refur-
bished and enlarged from 2009-2012) spans 
the entire view, with the roadway of Blackfriars 
Bridge in the foreground. The viewing position 
is situated within the Whitefriars Conservation 
Area, which extends northwards onto the north 
bank of the Thames and as far west as Temple 
Avenue where it adjoins another Conservation 
Area – the Temples Conservation Area. Viewers 
in this location are likely to enjoy the view of 
St Paul’s Cathedral, due to its close proximity 
to the viewpoint, although that appreciation 
would be tempered by the structures which part 
conceal it and foreground traffic. Consequently, 
it is not a designated LVMF view, although 
kinetic views along Blackfriars Bridge are identi-
fied in the City of London’s Protected Views SPD 
(Ref. 1-11).

6.111 Value attached to the view: This is a repre-
sentative view through good value townscape 
from an important road bridge. It is of medium 
value.

6.112 Visual receptors affected: The viewpoint would 
be frequented by a high number of visitors, resi-
dents and workers, walking across the bridge.

6.113 Susceptibility to change of visual receptors: A 
high susceptibility to change.

6.114 Sensitivity: medium-high
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6.115 Part of the top of New Bastion House would 
be visible beyond and left of the north-west 
tower of St Paul’s Cathedral and in front of the 
Barbican Cromwell tower. It would replace the 
existing Bastion House in that part of the view 
and it would be the same height. It would have 
a lighter colouration than the existing Bastion 
House and would be less noticeable within 
the view. A sliver of the top of the proposed 
Rotunda Building would be visible further 
left, but is unlikely to be discerned due to the 
small amount which is visible and the layered 
roofscape in that part of the view. The overall 
composition and quality of the view would be 
preserved.

6.116 Magnitude of Impact: very low-low

6.117 Scale and Nature of Effect: minor, neutral

PROPOSED
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6.118 The upper storeys of 81 Newgate Street would 
be visible to the left of the north-west tower of 
St Paul’s Cathedral. 81 Newgate Street is shown 
in this view as an orange wireline with a semi-
transparent infill to clearly illustrate its location 
in front of the proposed development in this 
view and aid legibility for the reader. It would 
conceal part of the Rotunda Building and 
almost all of New Bastion House, significantly 
reducing the proposed development’s visibility 
in the view. 

6.119 Magnitude of Impact: very low

6.120 Scale and Nature of Effect: negligible, neutral

CUMULATIVE
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8 Bankside: opposite Tate Modern – at the viewing plaque

Existing

Existing

6.121 This view looks directly across the River Thames 
towards St Paul’s Cathedral from a position in 
front of the Tate Modern. This viewing position 
is not from within a conservation area, and 

neither is the area along the northern bank 
seen in this view. Kinetic views along the south-
bank towards St Paul’s Cathedral are, however, 
identified in the CoL’s Protected Views SPD 
(Ref. 1-11). The Queen’s Walk projects slightly 
into the river at this point, providing a viewing 

platform for pedestrians off the main prom-
enade. A plaque is positioned roughly central 
to this prow, close to this viewpoint, just west 
of the axis with St Paul’s. While the focus of the 
view is the Grade I listed Cathedral, enjoyed 
at close quarters, the south elevation of the 

Cathedral is almost entirely hidden by the build-
ings in the foreground on the riverfront. 20th 
century buildings dominate the waterfront. On 
the left, is the Brutalist form of Baynard House, 
with the ramped road (White Lion Hill) visible 
to its front. The centre is occupied by the red 

brick City of London School and to its right 
the paler brown coloured Millennium Bridge 
House, presently undergoing redevelopment. 
Millennium Bridge is just visible on the far right 
of this view. The top of the Faraday Building is 
visible beyond Baynard House and left of the 
western towers of St Paul’s. The southwestern 
clocktower of St Paul’s is clearly visible, with the 
upper balustrade of the nave extending east 
and visually connecting the western towers 
with the dome of St Paul’s. The entire length 
of the upper balustrade is visible above the 
riverfront buildings and the top of the south 
transept, surmounted by statues, is also seen at 
the base of the Cathedral’s lower drum. A sliver 
of the roofline of the existing Bastion House is 
just discernible beyond the top of the nave on 
the right (east) side, but is not readily noticed 
due to the prominence of St Paul’s in the fore-
ground. A number of tall buildings are more 
clearly visible in the backdrop of the Cathedral, 
most notably the Barbican Towers (Grade II 
listed) and 200 Aldersgate. On the right side of 
the frame, the tops of other tall buildings in the 
City rise above the river frontage; these include 
Alban Gate, 5 Aldermanbury Square, The 
Heron and Citypoint. The spire of the restored 
Wren church of St Nicholas Cole Abbey is also 
seen above Millennium Bridge House. It is an 
impressive view of the Cathedral, rising promi-
nently within its close setting. 

6.122 Value attached to the view: A view from the 
Queen’s Walk, opposite St Paul’s Cathedral, and 
close to a viewing plaque: it is of medium-high 
value.

6.123 Visual receptors affected: High numbers of 
visitors, workers and residents walking along 
the riverfront and enjoying the view.

6.124 Susceptibility to change of visual receptors: A 
high susceptibility to change.
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6.125 Sensitivity: High

Proposed

6.126 A sliver of the top of New Bastion House would 
be visible above the nave of the Cathedral, on 
the east (right) side, where the existing Bastion 
House is visible. Like the existing building, it 
would not be readily noticed due to the small 
amount visible, the prominence of St Paul’s 
Cathedral and the number of other more 
clearly visible buildings seen within its close 
setting. The form of St Paul’s Cathedral in the 
foreground would remain clearly legible and 
appreciable to all who pause at this point, and 
the clear focus of the view. The proposed devel-
opment would not reduce the viewer’s ability to 
appreciate the Cathedral.

6.127 Magnitude of Impact: very low

6.128 Scale and Nature of Effect: negligible, neutral

PROPOSED
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6.129 The consented Millennium Bridge House 
scheme (currently under development) would 
be visible on the edge of the river and to the 
right of St Paul’s Cathedral. It would not be 
seen in direct conjunction with the proposal. 
The impact would be the same as for the 
proposed development in isolation. 

6.130 Magnitude of Impact: very low

6.131 Scale and Nature of Effect: negligible, neutral

CUMULATIVE
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9 LVMF 13A.1 | Millennium Bridge – close to the Southwark landing

Existing

Existing

6.132 LVMF Assessment Point 13A.1 is located on 
the Millennium Bridge close to the Southwark 
landing. The focus of the view is St Paul’s 
Cathedral and the LVMF view comprises three 

sections with the Cathedral at the centre. This 
view is focused on St Paul’s and comprises the 
central section. As stated within the LVMF SPG: 
“The foreground of the view is dominated by the 
bridge and its structure, with buildings in front 
of St Paul’s forming the middle ground.” (Ref. 

1-8, para. 225, p.121). The visual impact of the 
Cathedral in the LVMF view is powerful, and the 
extent to which it remains visible in such close 
views is due to the St Paul’s Heights Limitations, 
which has resulted in a consistent roofline of 
post-war development surrounding it, ensuring 

that the cornice line of the Cathedral remains 
visible. Several mid-rise late 20th century build-
ings characterise the river front, including the 
brown brick City of London School on the left. 
On the right and framing the south transept of 
Cathedral is the redeveloped Millennium Bridge 

House (under construction in the photograph. 
Breaking above this plateau are the tops of 
the Grade II listed Barbican Towers and 200 
Aldersgate in the background to the right of 
the Cathedral. 200 Aldersgate is seen directly 
beyond the peristyle of the Cathedral and the 
LVMF SPG notes that these taller buildings 
compromise the backdrop of the Cathedral 
(Ref. 1-8, para. 225, p.121). To the left of the 
Cathedral and in the middle, the Portland 
stone façade and copper roof of the Faraday 
Building rises above Mermaid House on the 
far left edge of the frame. To the right of the 
Cathedral, the tops of modern towers are seen 
beyond the spires of churches, including the 
Barbican towers, the existing Bastion House, 
88 Wood Street and, on the far right, Alban 
Gate. The spires in the foreground of the right 
part of the view are St Augustine Watling Street 
(partly in front of Bastion House), St Vedast-
alias-Foster and St Nicholas Cole Abbey. The 
LVMF SPG states that the “unrelenting hori-
zontal emphasis to the buildings in the middle 
ground… is relieved by the spires and towers of 
the City’s churches, which can also be seen in 
the view” (Ref. 1-8, para. 226, p.121).

6.133 Value attached to the view: A designated LVMF 
SPG view of generally high value.

6.134 Visual receptors affected: High numbers of 
visitors, workers and residents walking along 
the bridge and enjoying the view.

6.135 Susceptibility to change of visual receptors: A 
high susceptibility to change.

6.136 Sensitivity: high
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6.137 The proposed Rotunda Building would be fully 
hidden by St Paul’s Cathedral in this view. The 
top of New Bastion House would be visible in 
front of the Shakespeare Tower of the Barbican 
Estate, at its base. Like the existing Bastion 
House, it would appear behind the base of the 
spire of St Augustine Watling Street. Due to its 
footprint being slightly larger than the existing 
Bastion House, it will extend slightly further 
on the skyline than the building it replaces 
– to both the left and right – but to a small 
degree and it would appear at a similar height. 
The materiality of New Bastion House would 
have a lighter appearance than the existing 
Bastion House on the skyline, ensuring that 
the proposed development appears as a reces-
sive element on the background skyline so that 
the spire of St Augustine Watling Street and St 
Paul’s Cathedral remain most prominent. Due 
to the considerably greater prominence of St 
Paul’s, the clearer visibility of other existing 
towers in the view, and the existing presence of 
Bastion House on the skyline, there would be 
very little apparent change to the view.

6.138 Magnitude of Impact: low-very low

6.139 Scale and Nature of Effect: minor, neutral
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9 LVMF 13A.1 | Millennium Bridge – close to the Southwark landing
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6.140 The consented Millennium Bridge House 
scheme (currently under development) and 
shown in this view as an orange wireline with 
a semi-transparent infill, would be visible in 
the foreground and to the right of St Paul’s 
Cathedral. It would screen a small part of 
the eastern elevation of New Bastion House, 
however, the overall impact would be the same 
as for the proposed development in isolation.

6.141 Magnitude of Impact: low-very low

6.142 Scale and Nature of Effect: minor, neutral

CUMULATIVE
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9N LVMF 13A.1 | Millennium Bridge – close to the Southwark landing | night

Existing

Existing

6.143 This is the same as View 9 but taken at dusk. 
LVMF Assessment Point 13A.1 is located on 
the Millennium Bridge close to the Southwark 
landing. The focus of the view is St Paul’s 

Cathedral and the LVMF view comprises three 
sections with the Cathedral at the centre. This 
view is focused on St Paul’s and comprises the 
central section. As stated within the LVMF SPG: 
“The foreground of the view is dominated by 
the bridge and its structure, with buildings in 

front of St Paul’s forming the middle ground.” 
(Ref. 1-8, para. 225, p.121). The visual impact 
of the Cathedral in the LVMF view is powerful 
and accentuated by flood lighting at night. The 
low-rise late 20th century buildings on the river 
front are largely unlit and little noticed, forming 

a visually solid frame to the Cathedral at centre. 
The silhouettes of the Grade II listed Barbican 
Towers appear dark and profiled against the 
dusk sky, with dappled lighting within which 
reflects their residential use. The top of 200 
Aldersgate is seen directly beyond the peristyle 

of the Cathedral and appears as a solid black 
form against the sky. The LVMF SPG notes that 
these taller buildings compromise the backdrop 
of the Cathedral (Ref. 1-8, para. 225, p.121). On 
the left of the frame, the Portland stone façade 
and copper roof of the Faraday Building have 
a solid appearance, with few small openings lit 
internally. On the right of the frame, the silhou-
ettes of 88 Wood Street and the Barbican’s 
Cromwell tower merge with the unlit spire 
of St Nicholas Cole Abbey. The low domed 
roof of Alban Gate can be picked out further 
right. The dark silhouettes of slender church 
spires are discernible in the foreground. The 
LVMF SPG states that the “unrelenting hori-
zontal emphasis to the buildings in the middle 
ground… is relieved by the spires and towers of 
the City’s churches, which can also be seen in 
the view” (Ref. 1-8, para. 226, p.121).

6.144 Value attached to the view: A designated LVMF 
SPG view of generally high value.

6.145 Visual receptors affected: High numbers of 
visitors, workers and residents walking along 
the bridge and enjoying the view.

6.146 Susceptibility to change of visual receptors: A 
high susceptibility to change.

6.147 Sensitivity: high
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9N LVMF 13A.1 | Millennium Bridge – close to the Southwark landing | night
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6.148 The visual impact would be similar as by day. 
The proposed Rotunda Building would be fully 
hidden by St Paul’s. The silhouette of the top of 
New Bastion House would be visible in front of 
the Shakespeare Tower of the Barbican Estate, 
at its base. Like the existing Bastion House, it 
would appear behind the base of the spire 
of St Augustine Watling Street, appearing to 
merge with it at night as neither building will be 
brightly lit, but with the upper part of the spire 
still extending up against clear sky. Due to its 
footprint being slightly larger than the existing 
Bastion House, it will extend slightly further on 
the skyline than the building it replaces – to 
both the left and right – but to a small degree 
and it would appear at a similar height. At 
night, the lighter materiality and more diffuse 
internal lighting of New Bastion House would 
have a softer skyline silhouette and would be 
less noticeable than the existing Bastion House 
(N.B., as stated in the methodology: the level 
of internal lighting shown in the render is illus-
trative). As by day, due to the considerably 
greater prominence of St Paul’s, the clearer 
visibility of other existing towers in the view, 
and the existing presence of Bastion House on 
the skyline, there would be very little apparent 
change to the view.

6.149 Magnitude of Impact: low-very low

6.150 Scale and Nature of Effect: minor, neutral
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9N LVMF 13A.1 | Millennium Bridge – close to the Southwark landing | night

48
26

_2
02

6

Cumulative

Cumulative

6.151 The consented Millennium Bridge House 
scheme (currently under development) would 
be visible in the foreground and to the right 
of St Paul’s Cathedral; it is shown here as an 
orange wireline with a semi-transparent infill 
to aid legibility for the reader. It would screen 
a small part of the eastern elevation of New 
Bastion House, however, the overall impact 
would be the same as for the proposed devel-
opment in isolation. 

6.152 Magnitude of Impact: low-very low

6.153 Scale and Nature of Effect: minor, neutral

CUMULATIVE
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10 LVMF 13B.1 | Thames side at Tate Modern – axial to St Paul’s Cathedral

Existing

Existing

6.154 LVMF Assessment Point 13B.1 is located 
Thames side at Tate Modern, east of the 
Millennium Bridge, and looks north across 
the River Thames. The focus of the view is St 

Paul’s Cathedral, which is viewed axially at this 
point. The LVMF SPG notes that “The view is 
dominated by the river in the foreground with 
buildings located directly on the river edge 
forming the middle ground in front of St Paul’s. 
The restricted height and overt horizontality of 

the middle ground buildings is attributable to 
the St Paul’s Heights Limitations, which ensure 
that the cornice line of the Cathedral remains 
visible.” (Ref. 1-8, para.232, p. 124). As a result 
of the restricted heights in the middle ground, 
several City church spires emerge above the 

roofline. The Visual Management Guidance for 
the foreground and middle ground of the view 
states that these visible churches “contribute to 
the townscape quality… [and that] new develop-
ment should respect the historic environment 
and should not harm the relationship between 

these landmarks and the broader composition 
of the view” (Ref. 1-8, para. 235, p.125). In the 
middle ground, Millennium Bridge House spans 
a large position of the riverfront and, whilst the 
original building is shown in this photograph, 
it is currently is under redevelopment which 
includes the removal of the vertical elements 
on the roofline of the building. In relation to the 
background of the view, the LVMF notes that 
“Existing development … has begun to compro-
mise the dominance of St Paul’s Cathedral 
because of its size and visual proximity. This 
condition should not be worsened by develop-
ment that has a negative visual inter-relation-
ship with the peristyle, drum or dome” (Ref. 
1-8, para.236, p.125). The Millennium Bridge 
is visible on the left of the frame. As in the 
previous View 9, from the Millennium Bridge, 
the Faraday building is prominent on the 
skyline left of St Paul’s. At this point further east 
of View 9, the top of 200 Aldersgate appears 
right and separate from the Cathedral’s dome, 
above its nave. The tops of the Grade II listed 
Barbican towers are visible, along with the top 
of 88 Wood Street, Alban Gate and a number 
of church spires – St Augustine Watling Street, 
St Vedast-alias-Foster (partly in front of Bastion 
House), St Nicholas Cole Abbey and St Mary 
Somerset.

6.155 Value attached to the view: A designated LVMF 
SPG view of generally high value.

6.156 Visual receptors affected: High numbers of 
visitors, workers and residents walking along 
the bridge and enjoying the view.

6.157 Susceptibility to change of visual receptors: A 
high susceptibility to change.

6.158 Sensitivity: high
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10 LVMF 13B.1 | Thames side at Tate Modern – axial to St Paul’s Cathedral
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6.159 The proposed Rotunda Building would be fully 
hidden in this view, as shown by the dashed 
wireline which illustrates invisibility. A small 
amount of the top of New Bastion House 
would be visible where the top of the existing 
Bastion House is at present. It would appear 
just above the redeveloped Millennium Bridge 
House, at the base of the Shakespeare Tower 
of the Barbican Estate, beyond the spire of St 
Vedast-alias-Foster and right of the spire of 
St Nicholas Cole Abbey. Due to the very small 
amount of New Bastion House which would be 
visible, its appearance with other buildings on 
the skyline, and the clearer visibility and greater 
prominence of a number of other skyline 
features – most notably St Paul’s itself, the 
Barbican towers and church spires – it is unlikely 
that New Bastion House would be noticed.

6.160 Magnitude of Impact: very low

6.161 Scale and Nature of Effect: negligible, neutral
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10 LVMF 13B.1 | Thames side at Tate Modern – axial to St Paul’s Cathedral
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6.162 The consented Millennium Bridge House 
scheme (currently under development) would 
be visible in the foreground, and it is shown 
here as an orange wireline with a semi-trans-
parent infill to aid legibility for the reader. It 
would screen the majority of New Bastion 
House, however, the overall impact would be 
the same as for the proposed development in 
isolation. 

6.163 Magnitude of Impact: very low

6.164 Scale and Nature of Effect: negligible, neutral

CUMULATIVE

P
age 99



London Wall West ES Volume II: Townscape, Visual and Built Heritage Impact Assessment November 202385

48
26

_2
31

1

11 St Paul’s Cathedral: Golden Gallery

Existing

Existing

6.165 The Golden Gallery is the highest of St Paul’s 
Cathedral’s public viewing galleries – and 
provides a dynamic 360-degree view of the 
extent of London. St Paul’s Cathedral is Grade I 

listed and is the focal point within the St Paul’s 
Cathedral Conservation Area, as well as a key 
strategic London landmark. Development close 
to the Cathedral is restricted by the St Paul’s 
Heights Regulations – this is evident in the rela-
tively uniform heights of the buildings in the 

foreground. The buildings step in height along 
London Wall – with 200 Aldersgate marking the 
junction with Aldersgate on the left and further 
right, One London Wall, 3 Noble Street, 88 
Woods Street, Alban Gate and 5 Aldermanbury. 
The Beaumont City Tower and Moor House 

locate the main junction with Moorgate to the 
east. Punctuating the skyline, the Broadgate 
Tower, Principal Place and One Crown Place 
form a cluster at the edge of the City with 
Hackney, towards the right of the frame. City 
Point, The Heron and 25 Ropemaker form a 

group further left, with the Hylo and 145 City 
Road set beyond the Barbican tower and seen 
more clearly in the left part of the frame due 
to their closer position relative to the viewpoint. 
Overall, the view consists of broad, mid-rise 
buildings in the foreground, with a number 
of towers and groups of towers forming a 
secondary layer on the skyline and punctu-
ating a distant horizon. The top of the existing 
Bastion House is visible just above One London 
Wall, but is little noticed within the density of 
buildings in view. The Barbican Estate is Grade 
II listed, but otherwise the buildings in view 
are generally modern and not heritage assets. 
Church spires and towers, including St Vedast 
alias Foster, in the foreground, and St Giles 
Cripplegate (Grade I), in the Barbican Estate, 
are visible but difficult to discern.

6.166 Value attached to the view: This is a medium 
value view, from a high grade and strategically 
important heritage asset. The view is not desig-
nated in local policy.

6.167 Visual receptors affected: The viewpoint would 
be frequented by a high number of visitors, resi-
dents and workers.

6.168 Susceptibility to change of visual receptors: 
visitors to the viewpoint would be focused on 
the view, and therefore with a high suscepti-
bility to change.

6.169 Sensitivity: medium-high
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